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	Knowledge Theme
	History Topics

	Year 1 and 2

	Cycle A
	British History
Changes within living memory

Changes to national life

Lives of significant individuals in the past and their achievements

	Concept
Chronology


My History – Me and My Family. Changes in Britain: Schools
The Victorian era.
	Concept
Empire
Conquest and Invasion

My Empire - Toys Through Time
Changes to toys over time from the Victorian era to today.
	Concept
Legacy

Holidays from the Past
Changes to holidays over time from the Victorian era to today.

	Cycle B
	Significant Events – local, world 
Significant events, people and places in our local area.

Significant events nationally and globally that go beyond living memory.

Lives of significant individuals in the past and their achievements


	Concept
Chronology


My history – Me and My Family
Changes in Britain: family trees
 Chronology, local history, family history working backwards to Victorian era. 
	Concept
Empire
Conquest and Invasion

Travel and Exploration 
Columbus and Captain Cook; the Wright brothers and Neil Armstrong.
	Concept
Legacy

The Titanic
The Titanic and Liverpool.  







	Year 1 disciplinary aspects and knowledge application
	Chronological Understanding
I can order historical events on a timeline
Interpretation of historical concepts
I can describe and explain the achievements of significant individuals from the past
Historical Enquiry
I can use artefacts and books to find out about the past, asking relevant questions to further my knowledge. 
I can discuss photographs/pictures and explain how we know that something is from a long time ago.


	Year 2 disciplinary aspects and knowledge application
	
Chronological Understanding
I can independently create my own timeline about my current history topic 
Interpretation of historical concepts
I can describe the significance of people/events on life in our area and nationally
I can describe the differences between the past and now giving suitable evidence to back up my ideas
Historical Enquiry
I can recognise and explain the significance of historical artefacts
I can draw meaning about what life was like in the past from a range of texts, pictures and photographs

	Year 3 and 4

	Cycle A
	British History – Early history of Britain
Continuity and change

Chronology of Britain

Achievements and follies
	Concept
Chronology

My History - Stone Age Britain
My ancestors
	Concept
Empire
Conquest and Invasion

Iron age to Bronze Age Britain
	Concept
Legacy

Ancient Egypt

	Cycle B
	Local and World History
Continuity and change

Chronology of Britain

Achievements and follies



	Concept
Chronology

My History – A History of Whiston and Prescott
	Concept
Empire
Conquest and Invasion

A History of Liverpool – 
Slave Trade, Liverpool Docks
William Roscoe
	Concept
Legacy

Benin Empire

	Year 3 disciplinary aspects and knowledge application
	
Chronological Understanding
I can create a timeline containing multiple periods of history
Interpretation of historical concepts
I understanding the connections between local, regional, national and international history
Historical Enquiry
I can identify primary and secondary sources 
I can draw meaning about what life was like in the past from a range of sources and artefacts
I can ask relevant questions about a range of history topics


	Year 4 disciplinary aspects and knowledge application
	
Chronological Understanding
I can create a timeline containing multiple periods of history, giving most dates accurately 
Interpretation of historical concepts
I understand the connection between short and long term time scales
I understand the connection between cultural, economic, military, political, religious and social history
Historical Enquiry
I can identify primary and secondary sources and use them to infer meaning about the past
I can draw meaning about what life was like in the past from a range of sources and artefacts
I can frame historically valid questions about a range of artefacts and sources




	Year 5 and 6

	Cycle A









	British History – Invaders and Settlers
How has Britain been influenced by the wider world?

Chronology of Britain.

Expansion and dissolution of Empires

Achievements and follies
	Concept
Chronology

My History - Romans in Britain
What did the Romans do for me?
	Concept
Empire
Conquest and Invasion

Anglo-Saxons in Britain
	Concept
Legacy

Vikings in Britain

	Cycle B
	Local and World History

Expansion and dissolution of Empires

Achievements and follies

Empire and Civilisation
	Concept
Chronology

My History – WW2
My Family and my area during the war.
	Concept
Empire
Conquest and Invasion

Ancient Greece
	Concept
Legacy

Mayan Civilisation

	Year 5 disciplinary aspects and knowledge application
	
Chronological Understanding
I can place multiple historical events on a timeline, stating most dates accurately and giving details about key events
Interpretation of historical concepts
I can give multiple reasons for the expansion and dissolution of empires 
I can explain the achievements and follies of civilisations/societies
I can describe and compare the nature of civilisations/societies
I can explain the characteristic features of non-European societies, highlighting achievements and follies (cycle B)
Historical Enquiry
I can draw meaning from historical artefacts and explain their historic significance in detail
I can identify primary and secondary sources and discuss their significance and validity

	Year 6 disciplinary aspects and knowledge application








	Chronological Understanding
I have a secure understanding of the chronology of British and World history and can place multiple historical events on a timeline, stating most dates accurately
Interpretation of historical concepts
I can compare and contrast empires, giving reasons for their expansion and dissolution
I can describe and compare the nature of ancient civilisations, giving multiple examples of similarities and differences (backed up with relevant evidence) (cycle B)
I can explain the characteristic features of non-European societies and compare and contrast their achievements and follies with European societies from similar periods.
I can discern how and why contrasting arguments and interpretations of the past have been constructed
Historical Enquiry
I can draw meaning from historical artefacts and explain their historic significance in detail
I can interpret a wide range of primary and secondary sources, drawing inferences and meaning and discussing their validity



History Sequencing Rationale

· History at Halsnead Primary School is taught in a two-year cycle. 
· 4 concepts run throughout both cycles: Chronology, Empire/Conquest and Invasion, Legacy
· This enables children to make links to previous year groups across both cycles.
· The first topic in every year group is always linked to the theme ‘My History’. Our curriculum ensures that history is made relevant to our children, with learning in each year beginning with a topic based around our place in history. The concept of chronology is the overarching concept of the first topic in each year group to ensure children gain a good sense of chronology on a local, national and world scale.
· The concepts ‘Empire’ and ‘Conquest and Invasion’ were chosen as our second concepts to give our children knowledge of some of the greatest ambitions, achievements and follies in history. 
· The final concept, ‘Legacy’, was chosen to give children knowledge of the way that events in history have shaped and changed the world we live in. We want children to gain a sense of the importance of history in making our world what it is today. We want our children to know that what they do in life can also leave a lasting legacy.
· Knowledge is sequenced carefully across each individual cycle. Knowledge in Cycle A is linked through a clear narrative and is retained and built upon in all Cycle A topics. Knowledge in Cycle B is also linked through a clear narrative to be built upon and retained in all Cycle B topics. 
· Carefully selected history skills are progressed across each year group. This progression in skills enables children to apply their history knowledge at a higher level as they progress throughout the school. 

Cycle A Rationale

Knowledge theme – The narrative of British History

Cycle A (Year 1/2) 
This begins with a study of British history. Children will gain a sense of chronology and changes to national life over time. Children will look at how life has changed from the Victorian era to now. They will begin to get a sense of how we know about the past by studying different sources. Children will first be introduced to the concept of Empire by looking at toys they have that are important to them. The final topic of this year, holidays, will enable children to see changes to holidays over time in Britain and the concept of legacy. 


Cycle A (Year 3/4) 
The cycle continues with the theme of British history. Children will further develop their sense of chronology by looking at timelines and getting a sense of the chronology of the Stone Age, Bronze Age and Iron Age. Children will learn about Stone Age history locally and understand the term ‘ancestors’.   Knowledge will be centred around the Palaeolithic period (30,000BC – 10,000BC), Mesolithic Period (10,000BC – 8000BC) and Neolithic Period (8000BC – 3000BC). Children will then look at changes that took place from the Stone Age to the Iron Age, focussing on the concept of conquest and invasion of early British tribes. The iron Age unit will finish with discussions about the arrival of the Romans in Britain. A stand-alone topic of Ancient Egypt will be essential in helping the children to broaden their understanding of chronology and the concept of legacy. This knowledge of a world civilisation will enable children to draw comparisons between early British history and gain an understanding of multiple historical periods in world history.

Cycle A (Year 5/6)
Children will gain an in-depth understanding of the chronology of British history from the arrival of the Romans to the Norman conquest of 1066. Changes to religion will be studied and prior learning from Year 3/4 will be used to draw comparisons. The theme of empire and conquest will run throughout this year. Children will continue to look back at life during the Stone Age and discuss changes to Britain over a long time. Children will be expected to be able to construct detailed timelines of British history by the end of this year. 










Cycle B Rationale

Knowledge themes – Local and World history.

Cycle B (Year 1/2) 
Children begin by gaining an understanding of chronology by looking at their own history, including the study of timelines and family trees. Children will journey back in time to ancestors in Victorian times.  Children will then look at significant people globally through the topic of travel and exploration. They will discuss the achievements of Columbus, Cook, the Wright brothers and Armstrong and compare their significance on local, national and world history. Children will then look at a significant event nationally – The Titanic and its link with Liverpool’s history. They will learn about how we know about the past and look at a range of different sources. 

Cycle B (Year 3/4) 
Children will build on their knowledge of their own history and chronology by looking at events in their immediate locality and beyond. They will start to develop their sense of chronology over longer periods of time, looking all the way back to 13th century Liverpool. They will track the significant changes in their locality over time, focusing on significant events and people. They will look at life in Liverpool during the 17th century and make links to knowledge of the Titanic and its links to our city. Children will then look at Benin history and draw comparisons between national and world history during the same time frames. The Benin topic will build on from knowledge gained about the Slave trade in the history of Liverpool topic. 

Cycle B (Year 5/6)
Children will begin this cycle with the topic WW2. This will enable children to link back to learning about the history of Liverpool and their locality. Children will study the impact of the war on our local area. This will link back to family history and family trees studied in Year 1/2. Children will then focus largely on Ancient civilisations in World history. Knowledge about Mayan and Greek life will be compared to life in Egypt. Children will gain a sense of world chronology and begin to compare and contrast ancient civilisations. 
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