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	Knowledge Theme
	Geography Topics

	Year 1 and 2

	
Cycle A
	
1. Locational Geography
2. Human Environments
3. Rural and Urban


	Concept
My Geography - Where are we in the World?

My Geography - The geography of Halsnead
Using fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of our school and its surrounding environment.
Skills: Ariel photographs
Map reading
Map construction
Compass skills
Fieldwork: Local area walk – mapping our school grounds 
Year 1 will walk the school grounds and fill in a blank map to populate with a predetermined list of criteria. 
Year 2 will expand this and walk a predetermined route around the school ground and outside into the local area and will be looking for the criteria set out before leaving. 
	Concept
Diverse Environments – natural and human

Where are we?
Locational knowledge of Whiston, Liverpool, and the United Kingdom, including the four countries and the surrounding seas.
Skills: Maps, atlases, globes
Compass skills

	Concept
Processes – physical and human


Why different weather?
Identifying seasonal weather patterns. Identifying and observing daily weather patterns in our local area (urban). Studying daily weather patterns in a rural area of the United Kingdom.
Skills: Maps and atlases
Table and chart interpretation
Fieldwork: Collecting and recording information on weather
Year 1 children will observe the weather on a daily basis and will choose from a predetermined list of options to record this data. In their geography lesson, they will then analyse this data. Year 1 children will make comparative statements – I think there is more/less rain in the summer etc.
Year 2 children will observe and collect data and then compare this to other data from different times of year (seasons) and data collected from different parts of the UK. 


	
Cycle B
	
1. Global Geography
2. Natural Environments
3. Physical processes around the world

	Concept
My Geography - Where are we in the World?

My Geography - Let’s Go Global
Locational knowledge of the World: continents, oceans, the equator, the North and South poles.
Skills: Maps, atlases, globes
Compass skills
	Concept
Diverse Environments – natural and human

Kenya – what’s the difference?
Understanding geographical differences (physical and human) between our local area and a small village in Kenya.
Ariel photographs
Map reading
Map construction
Compass skills
Fieldwork: Local area walk following a map 
Year 1 children will follow a basic map to find predetermined criteria (a treasure hunt). If possible, taken on a virtual walk through a village in Kenya and discuss any similarities and differences. 
Year 2 children will follow a more detailed map and have to identify certain features along the way. They will be given an end destination with checkpoints along the way to ensure that they are using the maps and not their knowledge of the school grounds. This will then be compared to a variety of photographs and maps of Kenya and discussion around where they are the same and where they differ. 
	Concept
Processes – physical and human


Hot and cold around the World
Identifying hot and cold places around the world in relation to the equator and the North and South Poles.
Maps, atlases, globes
Table and chart interpretation
Fieldwork: Collecting and recording information on weather
Year 1 children will create their own data from observing the weather on a weekly basis and choosing from a predetermined list of descriptions. They will also look at the weather forecast in a country closer to the equator than us, and further away from the equator than us. 
Year 2 – Similar to Year 1 but will look at a variety of countries and then start to make generalisations about the country’s weather based on its geographical location in relation to the equator. 

	Year 1 disciplinary aspects and knowledge application 
	Fieldwork
I can interpret tables and charts about weather and temperature
Map Knowledge
I can identify physical and human features on maps
I can use globes, maps and atlases to identify where I live
I can identify landmarks on aerial photographs
I can follow compass directions

	Year 2 disciplinary aspects and knowledge application
	Fieldwork
I can compare and contrast tables and charts about temperature and weather
Map Knowledge
I can construct a map of my local area containing key physical and human features (including using symbols in a key).
I can confidently use globes, maps and atlases to locate continents, countries (including all UK countries), oceans and seas.
I can identify landmarks, physical and human features on aerial photographs.
I can orientate a map to find key landmarks
I can use compass directions to describe a route around our local area











	Year 3 and 4

	Cycle A
	1. Locational Geography
2. Human Environments
3. Human processes - Rural and Urban

	Concept
My Geography - Where are we in the World?

My Geography - Europe
The location and characteristics of physical and human features of modern Europe (including Russia). 
Knowledge of countries and capital cities with a focus on tourism.
Skills: Maps, atlases, globes
Compass skills. Table and chart interpretation

	Concept
Diverse Environments – natural and human

Naples
The location and characteristics of the physical and human features of Italy.
Similarities and differences between Naples and Liverpool.
Skills: Maps, atlases, globes
Compass skills. Aerial photographs.
Fieldwork: Liverpool city map work
Year 3 children given a guided tour of Liverpool accompanied with a map in which they are able to identify the features of the city. This will then be used to compare to Naples in subsequent lessons. 
Year 4 children will be given the map and guided around the city (for safety and control) but they will lead the tour by explaining what is on the map and what they can see. This knowledge will be then transferred to complete a similar task when looking at Naples. 
	Concept
Processes – physical and human


Rural and Urban UK
Types of settlements in the UK.
Early settlers – what did they look for?
Economic activities in rural and urban areas.
Skills: Maps, atlases, globes
Compass skills.


	Cycle B
	1. Global responsibility
2. Natural environments
3. Physical processes around the world


	Concept
My Geography - Where are we in the World?

My Geography - Global Caretakers
The distribution of natural resources including energy. The impact we have on our planet and our responsibility to look after it. Plastic pollution, renewable energy and global warming.
Skills: Table and chart interpretation
Fieldwork: Wig Island – mapping the features
Year 3 children will be given background and historical information on Wigg Island and the changes that they have made to make in more environmentally friendly. Children will then look for these things as they walk around the mapped area. 
Year 4 children will be told some of the background of Wigg Island and that they must look for how they have improved to make themselves more environmentally friendly. 
	Concept
Diverse Environments – natural and human

Rainforests
Knowledge of the geography of the rainforest, climate zones, biomes, the equator and the tropics. Looking at threats to the rainforest, including deforestation.
Skills: Maps, atlases, globes
Compass skills. Aerial photographs.
	Concept
Processes – physical and human


Extreme Earth: Volcanoes and Earthquakes
Skills: Table and chart interpretation.
  Knowledge of the Earth’s layers and the movement of tectonic plates. Knowledge of how volcanoes form and the causes of Earthquakes. 
Skills: Maps, atlases, globes
Compass skills. Aerial photographs.

	Year 3 disciplinary aspects and knowledge application
	Fieldwork
I can record information gathered from fieldwork into a table
I can use the 4 points of a compass to describe a route
Map Knowledge
I can use maps, atlases and globes to locate key countries studied
I can use four figure grid references
I can sketch a map of an area through observation
I can draw a map that represents an aerial photograph

	Year 4 disciplinary aspects and knowledge application 
	Fieldwork
I can collect data from fieldwork and organise it into a table or chart
I can use the 4 points of a compass to describe and follow a route on a map
Map Knowledge
I can use maps, atlases and globes to locate key countries and cities studied
I can confidently use 4-figure grid references to identify features on a map
I can sketch a map of an area including most physical and human features
I can draw a map that represents an aerial photograph including most human and physical features














	Year 5 and 6

	Cycle A







	1. Locational Geography
2. Human Environments
3. Human processes - Rural and Urban



	Concept
My Geography - Where are we in the World?

My Geography - Trade across the globe
To understand the important trade links we have across the World. A study of food miles and how certain climates are suitable for growing certain food.
Knowledge of UK counties and cities.
Skills: Maps, atlases, globes
Compass skills. Table and chart interpretation

	Concept
Diverse Environments – natural and human

Brazil
The location and characteristics of physical and human features of Brazil and South America. Similarities and differences between Brazil and the UK.
Skills: Maps, atlases, globes
Compass skills. Ariel photographs.
	Concept
Processes – physical and human


California
The location and characteristics of physical and human features of California. Rural and Urban places in California. The human process of change and development in California. Similarities and differences between California and the UK.
Skills: Maps, atlases, globes
Compass skills
Fieldwork: Local area mapping
Year 5 children will walk and then create their own map of the local area. They will then be provided with a map of similar scale and size of California and they will make comparisons between the two.
Year 6 children will create a map of the local area, using appropriate scaling and symbols to represent features. They will be provided with photographs of parts of California and will need to create their own map to match these photographs. 

	Cycle B
	
1. Global responsibility
1. Natural environments
2. Physical processes around the world


	Concept
My Geography - Where are we in the World?

My Geography - Looking after our landscape
A study of our local landscape, including key physical and human features. Issues of plastic pollution, global warming and energy and our roles in the future. Knowledge of UK counties and cities.
Skills: Table and chart interpretation
Fieldwork: identifying, sketching and mapping physical and human features of our local area
Year 5 children will be provided with a map of the local area and they will need to identify the key physical and human features. 
Year 6 children will be provided with a basic outline of the local area and they will need to add in the key physical and human features of the local area. 

	Concept
Diverse Environments – natural and human

Mountains and Rivers
A study of key topographical features. The physical geography of mountains and rivers and how these have changed over time.
Skills: Maps, atlases, globes
Compass skills. Ariel photographs.
Fieldwork: River study
	Concept
Processes – physical and human


Extreme Earth: Extreme Weather
Knowledge of the Earth’s climate and extreme weather, including tsunamis and flooding. A focus on how these physical processes impact on human geography. An opportunity to build on prior knowledge of volcanoes and Earthquakes, focussing on the impact on human geography. 
Skills: Table and chart interpretation
Fieldwork: Collecting and interpreting information on rainfall
Year 3 children will use beakers to collect rainfall on a daily basis and track this. Year 3 children will also put a small, flat dish of water on the classroom windowsill and will observe what happens to that small amount of water over time. 
Year 4 children will design their own methods of collecting and measuring rainfall in a specific period of time and will begin to reason where the water has gone and why. This will link to the science topic. 

	Year 5 disciplinary aspects and knowledge application  
	Fieldwork
I can organise and collect relevant data from fieldwork into tables and graphs
I can identify key human and physical features in my locality
I can use the 8 points of a compass to follow a route on a map
Map Knowledge
I can use maps, atlases and globes to locate some countries from all continents, as well as identifying all world oceans
I can use 6-figure grid references to identify features on a map
I can identify ordinance survey symbols on maps
I can name and identify at least 5 UK counties on a map
I can identify contours on maps
I can sketch accurate maps of my local area, including key human and physical features
I can compare an aerial photograph with a map

	Year 6 disciplinary aspects and knowledge application








	Fieldwork
I can collect, analyse and communicate effectively about a range of data gathered from fieldwork
I can identify and explain changes to physical and human features in my locality
I can use the 8 points of a compass to describe and follow routes on a range of maps
Map Knowledge
I can use maps, atlases and globes to locate many countries from all continents, as well as identifying oceans, rivers and mountain ranges.
I can use 6-figure grid references to identify features on a map
I can identify a wide range of ordinance survey symbols on maps and interpret information about the area/place
I can name and locate many counties and cities of the UK on a map.
I can explain and interpret the meaning of topographical features (including contours) on a range of maps
I can sketch maps of my local area, including all key human and physical features, effective keys and accurate scales
I can compare an aerial photograph with a map and discuss in detail the features, similarities and differences








Geography Sequencing Rationale

· Geography at Halsnead Primary School is taught in a two-year cycle. 
· 3 concepts run throughout both cycles: My Geography, Diverse Environments and Processes. Children build on concept knowledge throughout both cycles. 
· The first topic in every year group is always linked to the concept ‘My Geography’. Our curriculum ensures that geography is made relevant to our children, with learning in each year beginning with a topic based around our place in the world.
· The concept ‘Diverse Environments’ was chosen as our second concept to give our children knowledge of some of the world’s most diverse places. Children look at natural and human environments over the two different cycles, always making comparisons and links with our area (Whiston, Liverpool and the UK). 
· The final concept, ‘Processes’, was chosen to give children knowledge of the physical and human processes that have, and continue to, shape and change the world. We want children to gain a sense of the importance of geography in shaping the history of our planet and have access to powerful knowledge based around this concept. 
· Knowledge is sequenced carefully across each individual cycle. Knowledge in Cycle A is linked through a clear narrative and is retained and built upon in all Cycle A topics. Knowledge in Cycle B is also linked through a clear narrative to be built upon and retained in all Cycle B topics. 
· Carefully selected geography disciplinary knowledge is progressed across each year group. This progression enables children to apply their geography knowledge at a higher level as they progress throughout the school. It teaches children knowledge about how geographers think and apply their geographical knowledge.


Cycle A Rationale

Knowledge themes – locational geography, human environments, human processes – rural and urban.

Cycle A (Year 1/2) 
Cycle A begins with children building their knowledge of where we are. Children will begin by learning about Whiston and the geography of our local area. Children then look at the bigger picture of Liverpool and the United Kingdom. Children will learn powerful knowledge about the United Kingdom to enable them to compare where they live with human environments in the world in later cycle A topics. A firm foundation in mapping skills and locational knowledge is fundamental to children’s progress across cycle A. Children will also be introduced to data collection and fieldwork as they study weather patterns across the UK and learn about the concepts of rural and urban places. 

Cycle A (Year 3/4) 
Children will begin by building upon their understanding of where we are, by looking at our place within Europe. Children will further develop locational knowledge as they study Europe and will begin to understand where and how we fit in to Europe. There is also the opportunity for an in-depth study of the geography of Naples. Comparisons will be drawn between Naples and our locality, building on knowledge gained in Year 1/2 Cycle A. Children will then study rural and urban UK, focussing on the human process of change within the United Kingdom. 

Cycle A (Year 5/6)
Children begin with the topic – ‘Trade across the globe’. This will very much link into local history of Liverpool as a World port and will pull together all prior knowledge about locational geography. Children further develop locational geography, now on a world scale. Through the topic of Brazil, children will develop confidence in World map knowledge and be able to plot many key countries and capital cities on maps. Children will draw multiple comparisons between places, including a study of California. As children study California, they will draw on knowledge from the Year 3/4 topic ‘rural and urban UK’ in order to make in-depth comparisons and human processes of change. 


Cycle B Rationale

Core geography themes – Global responsibility, natural environments, physical processes around the world.

Cycle B (Year 1/2) 
Cycle B begins with children gaining locational knowledge of where we are in the World. Children will look at where the UK is in the World. Studying the continents, oceans, the equator and other world geography will help children with future cycle B topics where they will need to map out mountains, rivers, rainforests, volcanoes and other world features. ‘Hot and Cold Around the World’ will provide a base of knowledge about the equator and the poles that will be built upon in many future cycle B topics. 

Cycle B (Year 3/4) 
Children will be introduced to the idea of global responsibility during the topic ‘Global Caretakers’. An in-depth look at global warming will link learning back to climate and temperature studied in ‘Hot and Cold Around the World’. Children will build on their knowledge of the World gained in the Year 1/2 topic ‘let’s Go Global’ and begin to think deeply about our responsibility.
When studying rainforests, children will build on prior knowledge of the equator and the world map. They will learn about the tropics and the type of climate found in rainforests. This will build on the knowledge gained during the Year 1/2  topic ‘Hot and Cold around the world.’ Children will also study volcanoes and earthquakes, where links will be made with knowledge from ‘Hot and Cold Around the World’ and children’s locational knowledge of the world. 

Cycle B (Year 5/6)
The first topic in this cycle, ‘Looking After our Landscape’ will link back to prior knowledge about global warming. Children will think deeply about our responsibility to our planet, now and in the future, and will pull together a wealth of knowledge, including extreme weather, temperatures around the world, global warming, deforestation, plastic pollution and more. Children will build on their knowledge base of physical environments and processes in the topics ‘Mountains and Rivers’ and ‘Extreme Earth’. They will focus on the links between physical geography and human geography – what impact do physical processes have on human geography? What is our responsibility in the future in relation to this?
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