HALSNEAD ,"
‘ @
; 2

HALSNEAD £ HALSNEAD
READS % READS

— Open the Pogsibilities — < Q’ — Open the Possibilities —

A guide to Early Years,

Halsnead

Primary School




Our Vision
Our Intent
Safeguarding
Our routines
Admissions
Enviroments
Effective Practice
The best for every child
Parent Partnership
Assessment
Curriculum
A great start
High Quality Care
Pedagogy
Self Regulation and Executive function
Key Principles
o Prime Areas of Learning
U Communication and Language
PSED
o Physical
Specific Areas of Learning
. Literacy
Maths
Knowledge and understanding the world
. Expressive arts and design
The characteristics of effective teaching and learning
. Playing and exploring
Active learning
o Creating and thinking critically

Early Reading

Early Writing

Contact Details




Oy Vision

All children will leave Halsnead Early Years with

a passion for learning and a love of reading.
They will be able to articulate their views
confidently. They will be kind and caring and
will kRnow the importance of our school
values. The children will be independent,

confident to take risks, creative, curious and

ready to explore the world around them




nEehit

At Halsnead Primary School, we believe that in Early Years all children deserve to have an

equal chance of success. Every child can make progress with the right support. Through a

carefully planned curriculum, and strong relationships, we can provide a great start for all
children.

In line with the recently updated Early Years Framework, our school aims to inspire childre
to be creative and to think critically. We will do this through encouraging children to make
independent choices and ensuring communication and language is at the heart of every-
thing. We will enable our children to develop knowledge and skills that are transferable
and promote our school values. We believe children in Early Years should start their KS1
journey showing resilience, aspiration, kindness, respect, collaboration and integrity. We
will embed these key values through our curriculum, continuous provision and strong rela-

tionships.

We understand that play is an integral part of learning and this is at the heart of our earl
years curriculum. In ensuring high standards of teaching and learning in early years, we
will implement a curriculum that is progressive across both settings. We will work hard to

ensure learning is built-upon each year, giving our children the opportunity to continually
progress.

We will ensure all our children have access to enabling environments; both indoors and,
outdoors. Our settings will be calm and organised and will create opportunities for childre

to develop their own learning journeys.

Our staff pride themselves on cementing meaningful relationships with our children and wil

endeavour to know each child’s interests and individual needs. We will ensure high quality

and purposeful interactions with all children, through appropriate dialogue and questioning

and believe that the correct mix of adult directed and uninterrupted child initiated play, en
sures the best outcomes for pupils.

The early years, by nature, provides an investigative curriculum that makes a significant

contribution towards children’s development.




Saleguareing

‘Children learn best when they are healthy, safe and secure, when their indi-

vidual needs are met, and when they have positive relationships with the

adults caring for them’ — Statutory Framework for EYFS

Safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility and underpins everything that we do. We ensure
that we provide an environment where children feel safe, secure and are ready to learn.
We provide high-quality care and education for all of our children. Staff receive regular
training and we closely follow school procedures. For more information, please see our

whole school safequarding policy.

Sa_feguarding in Earlg Years

Continuous Provision

During continuous provision, children can learn and play both indoors and outdoors. We
assess how many children are inside and outside and position our staff where they need
to be to ensure are children are well supervised and safe.

Once children are all brought back inside, we count the children and an adult conducts a
final check of the areas by walking around to ensure no children are left behind.

When selecting our resources, we assess our children’s needs and ensure everything used
is safe and appropriate for the children. Staff will always model using new resources
safely to our children.

We support children to independently take risks and ensure they are given opportunity to
climb, use real china, hammers and other materials that may have some risk. Adults lead
these activities where they teach and role model appropriate usage.




Sareguareing

Home time

Children sit with an adult and are called when their significant adult arrives.

Parents are always encouraged to tell us of any changes to collection. We ask

the parents to give us a password if we have not seen the adult before.. If a

parent or carer has not informed us of a change to collection, we will call the
parent or carer to confirm.

Ratios and numbers

Registers are completed each morning and afternoon and document how
many children are attending the session. The number of present children is
displayed so that all staff can see how many children we have per session. In
nursery, we follow the guidelines and ensure our ratios are 1:8 per teaching
assistant and 1:13 per class teacher.

School trips and outings

In early years, we pride ourselves on providing as many different experiences
for the children as is possible. On local excursions, we ensure we have the cor-
rect ratio and that children are in small groups. When going on longer day
trips, we encourage our parents to come and share the experience. We always
risk assess venues/experiences before going. When leaving the classroom,
adults always bring a first aid bag, a class list and a radio.




UF ROUTINES

In early years, we embed our daily routines from early on, so children are accustomed to,
and comfortable with, transitions. We believe consistency is key to ensuring children have
a calm and productive day.

Nursery

Our nursery day begins at 8:30am and ends at 3:00pm. This consists of two, three hour
sessions. Some children access 15hours a week, while others are with us for 30hours.
With this in mind, we have adapted our timetable to ensure all children are given the

same opportunities in each session.

Timetable

MNursery's timetable AM

8:30—8:45 Children come in do self-registration hang coats up wash hands sit on
carpet with adult.

8:45-5:00 Register, good morning song, days of the week and weather report.
Activity (key warker groups)

9:00—9:20 Colour groups

9:20 - 11:00 ce
Interventions
Snack
11:00-11:20 SEL, CEL. Sesszions must end with a story or 3 song. Home time or lunch
time key worker)

MNursery's timetable PM

Children come in do self-registration hang coats up wash hands sit on

12:00 -12:15 carpet with adult.

Register, good afternoon song, days of the week and weather report.
12:15 —12:30 Activity (key warker groups)

12:30 —12:50 Colour groups

12:50-2:40 CF
Focused activities/Interventions
Snack
2:40-3:00 5EL, CEL. Sessions must end with a story or a song. (Home time)

KWG

Children are divided into key worker groups for the start and end of each session. These
sessions focus on gross motor and fine motor skills, and communication and language
skills. Children have a short ten minute session, twice a day with their familiar adult.

Colour groups

Children are put in colour groups for their focused session. These sessions focus on one of]
the focused areas in developmental matters. The children are grouped based on ability,
so that learning is tailored to the children’s needs. Children move groups, depending on

their own individual needs. We review the groups are frequently.




UF ROUTINES

Reception
Our reception day starts at 8:40am and ends at 2:55pm. Children have one hour for

lunch.

Timetable

Reception timetable AM

B-40-9:00 Chuldren come in sit with key worker register, name wniting, Eross
miotor,fike mator activity.

9-00-9:45 Songs — days of the week and weather

9:50-10:50 ConTGnuous pravision
Sk
Il wesbank

10:50-11:10 Englizh

11-10—131:30 Focused English group/handwriting/outside provision

11:30-11:40 Whole dazs story

Reception timetable PM

Maths
12:45-13:00

Contnuous provision

13:00-14:20 Maths groups/Interentions

14:20-14:40 FSEC, KUW, BAusic

14:40 - 14:55 End of the day routines
Dzily reflections

KWG

Children in reception start and end their day with in two groups. The start of the day
will be an activity focused on children’s fine motor skills and writing development.




Our Rovtines

Tidy up time

Children are expected to tidy up after their own independent learning. All our
resources well organised, with pictures to support this. We promote respect
and looking after our environments. We follow the moto, ‘choose it, use it,
put it away.” All adults join in with tidy-up time and are expected to model

collaboration to children.

Continuous provision

At Halsnead, we strongly believe that play is an important part of children’s
learning. We aim for children in reception to have at least one hour of
uninterrupted play each morning and afternoon to allow them the time and
space to choose their own learning. We aim for nursery children to have at
least one and a half hour of uninterrupted play per session.

Snack

Children have access to snacks during continuous provision each day. We pro-
vide a variety of healthy foods throughout the week and promote children’s
independence for choosing when and what to eat. Children enjoy pouring
their own drinks; buttering their own toast and chopping their own fruit and
vegetables. We believe it is important to teach these life skills from a young
age.

Behaviour Policg

In early years, we follow our whole school behaviour policy. We adapt this if/
when needed for individual children. (see school policy for more information.)




AQMISSIONS

Start’mg age

At Halsnead we take children from age 3. Children can start the day after their
third birthday. They will be able to access 15 hours for free.

Transitions

Welcome pack

Each child that is new to our school will receive a welcome pack. This includes
all the necessary 'mformatlon _for parents. It also has all the relevant 'mfor—

mation forms J‘or parents to complete about their child.

Nursery

Before children start, parents are invited into the setting to have a look around.

We hold a ‘Welcome to Halsnead’ meeting each term for any new starters. Chil

dren are invited to attend a one hour settl'mg in session. Teachers also upload 0

welcome video to Tapestry for parents to share with their child.

Rece_ption

Children due to start reception will have a well structured transition period. Thig
will consist of them meeting their new teacher and some visits to the reception
classroom. Parents will be invited to a meeting to support them with getting
their child ready for school. Our reception teacher visits children who have
come from other settings in their home and invites these children into school to

be part of our transition sessions.




AQMISSIONS

Hours we o_f_fer

Our morning session is 8:30am until 11:30am
Our afternoon session is 12:00pm until 3:00pm

Lunch wraparound is 11:30am until 12:00pm (Children must bring their own
lunch.)

Breakfast club is 8:00am until 8:30am
Afterschool club is 3:00pm until 5:30pm

Funding
All children aged 3 and above are eligible for 15 hours free childcare. These ca

be accessed as two full days, or five am or pm sessions. Some children are
eligible for 30 hours childcare and we offer childcare for these children. Chil-
dren can access four and a half days with these hours. You can check your eligi
bility at 30 hours free childcare - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk).

Costing

Children can access extra hours if needed and places are available. The prices

for extra sessions and wraparound is ..
£10 per session
£2 lunch
£ Breakfast club
£ Afterschool club



https://www.gov.uk/30-hours-free-childcare

HALSNEAD

EnViioments

At Halsnead we pride ourselves on our calm and nurturing
environments. Our environments are safe, language rich,
inclusive, challenging, promote independence, are organised

and cohesive.

Both nursery and reception environments offer opportunities

for children to access all areas of the Early Years curriculum.

Our classrooms have specific areas to ensure this. Each area
has an information sheet with key questions, learning out-

comes and vocabulary that may be used in that area.

S_peci_fic areas

Mark making/writing

Home corner These areas are our non-negotiables

and will be enhanced appropriately
Dough/Funkg ﬁngers to support our curriculum and

Maths/Loose parts children’s interests
Construction

Small world

Creative

Expressive arts

Physical

Gardening

Mud Kitchen




HALSNEAD

EnViioments

Displays

Display boards are all backed with hessian and have a neat black border. We

use ivory around our displays to add to our calming aesthetic and atmosphere.
All displays are titled with black lettering. Where possible we like to have lights
on our displays to attract children’s attention. This also supports our belief that

environments should be full of magic and wonder.

Displays should be a celebration of children’s work and create talking opportuni-
ties for the children. Displays should have a mixture of images, children’s
independent work and text.

Each classroom has a display promoting our school values and our school behav-
tour system.

In reception, we have working walls that provide support for the children’s cur-

rent learning.




HALSNEAD

EnViiemeEnts

Org anisation

In our setting it is important that our environments are well organised and
accessible for all children. Inside, all our resources are stored in natural baskets
or pots. All of our equipment is accessible for the children to choose inde-

pendently, unless there is safeguarding concern.

We label all our resources indoors and outdoors using photographs so that

children can see what is available and tidy away with ease. This promotes

independence and supports children’s learning. In reception our labels have
photographs and words.

Recourses

In our provision we try to use as many real life and natural objects as possible.
We have a variety of loose parts in most areas for children to access. Through-
out our indoor and outdoor areas we ensure children have access to mark -
making materials at all times. This will include paper, pens, crayons, chalk and
paint. In our creative areas, children have access to paint, scissors, glue and vari-
ous other arts and craft resources. We allow children to use these as they
choose. Staff model how we look after and use our resources correctly. Outside,
we try to use larger scale materials so that children are able to develop their

gross motor sRills.

Language Rich

At Halsnead we want our environments to be language rich and give children
access to wide a range of vocabulary. We do this through enriching our
areas with high quality texts, which staff share with the children on a daily ba-
sis. Most areas allow children to have access to books and explore the text and
the meaning of print. We believe children should be exposed to print all around
them. We do this with using food packets in our home areas, text on our dis-
plays, quotes around the classroom and the children seeing and recognising their

names everyday.




ShEcive Praciice

There are seven key features of effective practice which
we incorporate into our planning; day to day practice

and routines to ensure we deliver high quality provision,

ensuring every child’s needs are met.
Parent Partnership
Assessment
Curriculum
The Best for Every Child
High Quality Care
Pedagogy

Self Requlation and Executive function




e [est yor every il

At Halsnead Primary School, we believe that in Early Years all children deserve to have
an equal chance of success. Every child can make progress with the right support.
Through a carefully planned curriculum; strong relationships; high quality interactions and

good questioning, we can provide success for all children.

Quality interactions

At Halsnead we believe that talk is the most important part of children’s development and
communication is the most valuable life skill . Therefore, we pride ourselves on good qual-
ity and purposeful staff interactions with the children. Staff interactions must develop the
children’s learning at every opportunity. We have a good understanding of each child and
their individual needs. We are very aware that not all children come to school ready and
may find communicating with others challenging. To support this, we have recognised the
value in “stepping back” and recognising that not all children need an interaction and
that the best learning can come from uninterrupted play. We believe that sometimes

interrupting children’s play can be unhelpful and unnatural. It is our job to observe chil-

dren and allow them to lead their own learning and start conversations. Conversely, it is

important that our practitioners know when to step in to support and scaffold children’s
communication and language skills. When a child leads conversation and invites

practitioners into their play, they are most engaged.

All of our staff understand the importance of modelling correct spoken English to children.
It is our job to pick up on children’s misconceptions and give them the tools they need to
speak in full sentences. We believe correcting children from a young age will support them
as they go through school. We will always challenge children by exposing them to new

vocabulary through story time, continuous provision and our interactions.




e [est yor every il

Questioning

At Halsnead questioning is an important part of our whole school approach to
teaching and learning. This approach is applied from nursery upwards. We use
a variety of questions to develop children’s learning and staff understand
when it is appropriate to use different types of questions. Staff receive training
on questioning and have a variety of different questions to support them dur-
ing provision. When children are in continuous provision, we believe open
questions give better opportunities to extend children’s learning and develop

their communication and language skills.

Question examples

How can you make that even better?
What else can you tell me about this?
Why do you think that happened?
How do you feel when ____ this happened?

How did you do that?

Building on children’s interests

At Halsnead we use the children’s own interests to support our planning. Staff

work extremely hard to build strong relationships with children. This allows
them to know the children really well. Although we have a carefully planned
curriculum, with themes and topics, we adapt this to suit the cohort we are
teaching as and when needed. Our continuous provision plan highlights chil-

dren’s interests in different areas (see planning sections).




1he [best yor every el

SEND

In early years we follow our whole school SEND policy to ensure high quality teaching
and learning for all children. For more information, please see our whole school SEND

policy.
Play plans

We use play plans and review these termly with parents and staff to set  targets for

children we believe need extra support.

Teaching and learning

Children are divided into small groups for our focused sessions. We have a blue group for

children who may need a different approach to their learning.

We adapt our teaching to support these children to ensure they are able to make rapid
progress.

Speech and lanquage

Speech and language is a vital part to our setting. All children are assessed  using
WELCOM . We identify children with a significant speech delay and  support them dai-
ly with speech and language intervention.

Sensory room

Our nursery setting has a sensory room for all our children to use. This room is particular-
ly beneficial for children with SEND, as it allows them to have a calm and quiet space to
access. It has been carefully, and purposefully designed to meet varying sensory needs.




Parent Parmersialp

We pride ourselves on building strong relationships with our parents and carers. We
work alongside them to ensure our children get the best support at home and in

school.

Tapestry
We use Tapestry (an online system) to support our parent partnership. This allows
us to communicate with parents efficiently. Tapestry allows us to regularly update
our parents by creating an individual Learning Journey for their child, In addition

we can advise parents about upcoming events in school.

Home learning

Each week we send home a home learning activity for children to enjoy with their
parents and carers. These sessions promote communication and language at home.

All activities start with a talking activity and all link to the EYFS curriculum.

‘Ask me about...

When children have done something they are proud of in school, we send them
home with an ‘Ask me about..” sticker. This is to promote communication and

language at home.

Workshops

Throughout the year we hold at least one workshop a term for our parents. Each
workshop has a specific focus and help parents understand how their children learn.
We have a variety of workshops based on these topics, communication and lan-
guage, reading, phonics, being independent and risk taking, maths and getting
ready for reception or year 1.

‘Come learn with us’

Each week have a ‘Come learn with us’ session for parents to join in with the chil-

dren’s learning. These sessions are incredibly beneficial as they allow teachers to
model how we can engage with children. Teachers end each sessions with a story or
rhyme session for parents to join in with.




MSSESSMEnT

Inline with the new framework our assessment procedures aim to be quick and
effective. We use our assessments to ensure we are able to notice gaps in
children’s learning and plug them effectively. Our aim is to ensure all children
make rapid progress and meet the Early Learning Goals at the end of

reception.
Baselines

Nursery

When all children start nursery we carry out a base line assessment of all chil-

dren, in all areas. We enhance this by completing additional assessments that

focus on mark making, basic number and colour and shape recognition. All
children are also WELCOM screened to ascertain their speech and language

age. We use all of this information to 'Ldent'tjy children’s starting points and

this comprehenslve picture allows us to support children with their learnlng

quickly.

Reception

At the start of the academic year, all children are baselined using the govern-
ment’s baseline screening document. In addition, We enhance this by complet-
ing additional assessments that focus on mark making, basic number and col-
our and shape recognition. All children are also WELCOM screened to ascer-
tain their speech and language age. We use all of this information to identify
children’s starting points and this comprehensive picture allows us to support

children with their learning quickly.




MSSESSMEnT

Termly assessments

At the end of each term we use our teacher judgement and observations to
assess the progress and attainment of the children. We use an assessment tool
that allows us to highlight if children are ‘on track’ in specific areas. For each

term, we highlight using different colours. These assessments allow us track
children’s progress and make any adjustments to our planning and plug any

gaps children may have. Through this, we are able to identify any children

who may need extra intervention.

Observations

We use Tapestry to complete observations of the children’s learning journeys.
Our aim is that for each week every child in reception and nursery have at
least one observation. Observations are ‘in the moment’ and capture ‘WOW?’
moments children have. These are shared with parents, who are then able to
comment on their child’s learning too. Observations are a great way for teach-
ers to notice any patterns in children’s learning and to keep up with children’s

interests.

Observation layout

Each observation is written directly to the child. For example, “Today, Jessica,
you have ....” The observations are short and brief, highlighting the child’s
voice as much as possible. The adult praises the child and states what they
have achieved. Finally, if appropriate, the adult will add a ‘next step’ for the
child to work on. Once the write up has been completed, adults link the COEL
to the observation and the learning objective the children have met or are

working towards.




CUrricy

Children benefit from meaningful learning across the EYFS curriculum. The curriculum is coherently
planned and sequenced to ensure children are covering all objectives in depth. Our curriculum builds on
what children know and can do, towards cumulatively sufficient knowledge and skills for their future
learning in KS1. Our planning is based around a variety of topics these being our focused texts; ‘what is
going on in the world’ and most importantly children’s interests. We understand the importance of
exploring concepts further to develop a deeper knowledge and understanding and consolidating learning.
Children develop detailed knowledge and skills across the seven areas of learning and use these in an
age-appropriate way. Communication and Language is at the heart of our curriculum and children
develop their vocabulary and understanding of language daily.

Foundation stones

We believe EYFS is the foundations for children’s future learning. Therefore we have analysed the KS1
curriculum carefully to ensure we are preparing our youngest children for their next steps. We have

looked at all subjects and mapped out what knowledge and skills our children will leave EYFS with.

Please see our foundation stones document for more information.

Planning
Long and MTP

Our curriculum has been sequenced into our long term planning ensuring we cover each objective over
the year for nursery and reception. Our EYFS lead and teachers have worked alongside out SLT and

subject leaders to ensure we are providing the best learning for our children. Our planning looks at top-

ics and themes we can use to support our learning each term. Our long term planning is then put into a

more detailed MTP that is sectioned into the teaching and learning for each week. This allows teachers
to be prepared for the upcoming term. Our planning is always adaptable and will be based on the co-

hort of children we have and their individual needs.




Curriculum

Continuous Provision planning

At Halsnead we believe children’s play and independent learning are when children in early years get the
best outcomes. Therefore we have created a continuous provision plan that sets out our enhancements
for each area indoors and outdoors to ensure our provision creates the best opportunities for children to
learn. Staff are all given this plan on a Friday so they can prepare any changes for the next week. The
plan highlights the learning that could be happening in each area and what resources we will need.
Teachers highlight children’s interests and the key vocabulary to support staff. This plan is a working

document and adapted when needed.

Home Corner
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KWG planning for nursery

Children are given a key worker in nursery and reception. Children go into these groups at the start and

end of our sessions. Our first key worker session focuses on children’s gross motor and fine motor skills.
The teacher plans activities to support these skills with which the children can start their day. Our last

session focuses on communication and language. These sessions encourage children to engage in conver-
sation; practice listening skills and develop their vocabulary. We finish these sessions with a story or

rhyme time.

Vocabulary

It is important that our children are exposed to a wide range of vocabulary in order to support bridging
communication and language gaps. With this in mind, we ensure our vocabulary is carefully planned.
Teachers add their planned vocabulary into all aspects of our planning. This supports all staff with
knowing ‘focus words’ for each week.




A\ great start

Our early years provides children with a great start. We believe that is crucial that we give our
children as many different life experiences as possible. We map ‘what’s going on in the world’ -
locally and internationally - and link them to our wonderful curriculum. We then use these to plan
and map out our ‘WOW?! experiences. For example, pumpkin picking, trips to the theatre, cooking
a variety of foods and celebrating different cultures.

‘Whﬂi is happening around the w.orld?

EAD
PSED
Physical

Communication && Language/ Literacy
Fun

October November December Janusry February Warcn April June July [ August
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12*September World kindness y National Pizza Day 8" March 20" May Day [EEmiE e e | 30" August

Wational hug and day 14*November | 5*"December Rubber Duck 14" February _ 4" June 25% July
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16"September day 6*December 13"January 17*February | 12* March day 31 July
National Play dough 1418 |5t Nicholas Day | | Mational sticker | Naticnal " Apri 5% June
day November &* December day Random Acts O 15" May
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peace world menal 18"*November 9*December Day Craft Day
22°“September health day Children in need 22*January 17*March
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appreciation day world parridge 10**December 18" March
239 September " 23*January 26"February | Comic Relief
International dayof | 24* October 12*December Naticnal Nationalseta | 19*"March

i Niwali Ringarhread Handwriting onod svamnle | RERSEORET

Individual Books

Each child is given an individual book that documents and follows their great start journey
through early years. These books celebrate and show the children’s experiences, they document
the child’s voice and each one is personal to the child. They include a variety of children’s work,

pictures and the child’s voice throughout.
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High Qualiy Care

The children in our settings are at the heart of everything we do. All of our staff have a passion for working
alongside our youngest children and being part of their learning journey. Staff know the importance of building
positive relationships with children and this is something we can confidently say we have. Our staff know all the
children in their classroom and are able to support them to reach their full potential. All children in nursery and
reception have a key worker who they are able to start and end their school day with. These small groups give
children opportunities to share their own ideas and thoughts with their key worker. It is crucial for these strong

relationships to continue to grow so that our children are able to feel safe; and to be independent, confident, resil-
ient learners. The wellbeing of our children is a focus of our setting and it vital that our children feel able and

comfortable to show and say how they are feeling. We promote, and model to the children, that it is okay to ex-
perience and have different feelings and encourage our children to talk about how they are feeling regularly. In

both our nursery and reception, we provide quiet and calm spaces for children to be able to have time to reflect.

Children are powerful thinkers and learners. We believe @ that all chil- @ yn can

make great progress when they are given the right support. Children learn through a variety of ways, including
through play; child initiated learning; adult directed activities and focused learning experiences. We are aware
when our children are ready for the different stages of learning. We know that children need different types of
support and scaffolding throughout the day. The staff at Halsnead have good understanding of the different types
of scaffolding and when it most effective for individual children. We are also aware that children need to be given
time to be independent and work things out for themselves. Through our “Great Start” approach we are sure that
we offer exciting and engaging experiences for our children. We use our continuous provision plan to ensure that
our environments both indoors and outdoors are well planned. Our aim is that ALL children will leave Halsnead
Early Years with a passion for learning and a love of reading. They will be able to articulate their views confident-
ly. They will be kind and caring and will know the importance of our school values. The children will be independ-

ent; confident to take risks; creative and curious and ready to explore the world around them
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Self-regulation and executive function allows us to think, plan, problem solve, and
control our behaviour and emotions.

At Halsnead it is a priority that our children are supported with their emotions
and our staff have awareness of individual children’s needs. Staff have good un-
derstanding of the children’s home lives and work alongside parents and carers to
support those who need it. We believe that no child is the same and that each
child needs different strategies to support them. Our children are taught that it is
okay to experience a range of different feelings and we encourage them to talk
about their feelings regardless of what that feeling is. One of the strategies we use
to support this is by providing safe spaces for children to take time to reflect.

We ensure that children have a good understanding of routines and expectations;
ensuring consistency in all that we do. Our children have the same routine for the
start of each day. This helps children start the day ready and with a positive mind

-set. Our learning environments are calm and organised and children are able to
access all areas independently. Children are encouraged to join in with tidy up
time and know the expectation is that we look after our environments all together.
This supports our children in having a sense of belonging and feeling part of our
school community.

We support children to feel safe and secure. Where they can all be confident, in-
dependent and authentic. Communication and Language plays an important part
in this strand as children use language to develop their ideas and guide their play.

Staff ensure that their own speaking, listening and reading of English enables
children to hear and develop their own language and vocabulary well. Staff model
to children on a daily basis good spoken English and strategies to communicate
well with others. As communication and language is at the heart of all we do, we
believe children who have good communication skills, will find it easier to self
requlate.
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At Halsnead we ensure that the key principles as stated in Development Matters are at
the heart of all we do. These are;

A Unique Child — We are a school that understands that no child is the same. We
believe that with the correct support every child can reach their own personal and aca-
demic potential. We have numerous strategies that allow children to learn and devel-
op. Our staff adapt their practice to meet the needs of each individual child. We pro-
mote having a positive attitude to children through modelling, praise and encourage-
ment. Each individual starts their own personal learning journey at Halsnead and no
journey is the same.

Positive relationships — We are passionate about building strong relationships. Our
staff treat all children with compassion, respect, kindness and are interested in what
each child has to say and show. We believe children will flourish in a setting that they
feel safe and this can only be achieved if they have strong professional relationships
with the adults around them. Staff spend lots of time getting to know our children and
families so that we can meet all their personal needs.

Enabling environments — At Halsnead we believe the EYFS environment is the third
teacher and understand the key role environments play in children’s learning. Our aim
is that our environments support and extend children’s development. We map out our
environments and enhance them weekly to ensure children are challenged and get the
best from our indoor and outdoor learning opportunities. (See environments section for
further information).

Learning and development — Our children are able to learn and develop well in
our setting through a well planned curriculum; an exceptional teaching team and ena-
bling environments. With all these three elements, children are able to articulate their
views confidently. They will be kind and caring and will know the importance of our
school values. The children will be independent, confident to take risks, creative, curi-
ous and ready to explore the world around them.
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Children learn through seven key areas of learning: all of these areas are
essential for young children and are inter-connected. There are three
prime areas which are the building blocks and need to be in place before
the specific areas can be developed.

Prime Areas of Learning
Communication and Language
Personal, Social and Emotional Development
Physical Development

Specific Areas of Learning
Literacy
Mathematics
Understanding the World
Expressive Arts and Design

The characteristics of effective learning
These underpin all areas of learning and development in the EYFS. These
are:

Playing and exploring
Active learning
Creating and thinking critically




Reading is fundamental to education. Proficiency in reading, writing and spoken
language is vital for pupils’ success - The Reading Framework, 2021
At Halsnead, Early Reading is a focus for our children. We want our children to have a love of reading
from an early age. It is important to us that our children leave school passionate, fluent and confident
readers. We believe children who read with ease are equipped to access the KS1 and KS2 curriculum. .
Reading in school

We expose our children to a wide range of reading experiences from a young age. Children are
read to at least once a day in nursery and reception. All staff are passionate readers and
are given training on reading with children effectively. Teachers map out a wide range of texts
to use to support children’s learning and to promote a love of reading. We ensure children ac-
cess books that promote imagination; diversity; are factual; engage children and that have a

wide range of vocabulary.

Reading Spaces

Both reception and nursery enhance most learning areas with texts for children to explore inde-
pendently. They both have designated reading areas indoors and outdoors. These are calm and
quiet spaces that allow children to spend time reading and looking at a wide range of texts.
Teachers regularly update the books around the classrooms and will enhance areas with books

based on children’s own interests in order to instil a love of reading to all children.

Home Reading

We encourage and promote home reading to all children from our first meeting. We speak to
our parents about the importance of reading with their child during our ‘Welcome to Halsnead’
meeting. We hold reading workshops throughout the year to support parents with home read-
ing. We give each child a book bag and a home reading story book from nursery age. Children
then progress to taking home reading books that they can read themselves, when necessary,
these books will be based on children’s phonics assessments. Our reception and nursery class
have a system where children can take books home and keep them. We encourage families to
donate and swap books when finished with them. This is to allows children to access a wide va-

riety of books at home, at no cost.
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Learning to read (RWI)

At Halsnead we recognise the importance of early reading and embedding routines early on.
Children in Nursery concentrate on Phase One phonics which focuses on developing children’s
speaking and listening skills. This is a priority and children are exposed to communication and
language sessions daily. This lays the foundations for when they begin Phase Two. The emphasis
during Phase One is to get children attuned to the sounds around them and ready to begin
developing oral blending and segmenting skills. In summer term, children who are ready to move
on to Read, Write, Inc. phonics, will begin to learn their letter sounds. EYFS staff use ‘Fred Talk’
and Fred games each day (saying words using pure sounds) with the children.

Once children have settled into Reception, all of the children are assessed by the Reading Leader
and they are placed into small groups. Children are grouped by ability for these sessions and
additional phonics support is provided for those children who are identified in the half termly

assessments.




Our early years team understand the importance of getting children ready to write
and to be writers.

Our nursery children are given opportunities to develop their gross and ﬁne motor
skills daily. This is achieved through daily adult-led sessions and our continuous
provlslon.

We provide many different activities that allow children to work on their fine mo-
tor skills—in all areas of our provision. This may be through: games, puzzles, using
tweezers and many other materials. Teachers enhance multiple areas, both indoors
and outdoors, with a variety of mark making tools, to encourage children to mark
make independently and to give meaning to their marks. Children’s marks are cele-
brated around the classroom as they are shown on numerous displays. In addition,

we support children outdoors to work on their gross motor skills through large,
loose parts (including tyres, pipes, larger building blocks etc) and encourage them
to make ‘big marks’ using a variety of tools (paintbrushes, paint rollers, chunky
chalks, pens, pencils, glitter etc). During summer term, nursery children are ex-
posed to our RWInc programme. They begin to recognise the letters and specifical-
ly form the letters in their name.

Our reception children continue their writing journey with less gross motor activi-
ties and more fine motor skills to support them with pencil control. All children are
baselined and divided into phonics groups where they continue to recognise letters

and write them. Children then begin to segment words and write these using our

Read Write Inc spelling approach - “Fred fingers”. Reception children follow our
school English scheme, Pathways to Write and are supported in these lessons to be
able to produce their final writing outcomes. Every child works with our reception

teacher in a small group at least once a week to produce writing. Our reception

teachers enhance the provision with plenty of opportunities for children to write

labels; captions; write their names; and then begin to write simple sentences and

finally write a short story. Our main focus is for our reception children to leave

early years with a love of writing, for them to form most letters correctly and to
be able to write simple sentences that can be read by others.
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If you require additional information or have any questions, please don’t hesitate
to get in touch with N.Hoang EYFS Leader) on 0151 4778130 or visit the below

websites for further reading.

Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage, 2021 -

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/
attachment data/file/974907/EYFS framework - March 2021.pdf

Development Matters, 2020 —

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/
attachment data/file/988004/Development Matters.pdf

The Reading Framework, 2021 - https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/
government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment data/file/ 1000986/
Reading framework Teaching the foundations of literacy - July-2021.pdf



https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/974907/EYFS_framework_-_March_2021.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/974907/EYFS_framework_-_March_2021.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/988004/Development_Matters.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/988004/Development_Matters.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1000986/Reading_framework_Teaching_the_foundations_of_literacy_-_July-2021.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1000986/Reading_framework_Teaching_the_foundations_of_literacy_-_July-2021.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1000986/Reading_framework_Teaching_the_foundations_of_literacy_-_July-2021.pdf

