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Non – Core Assessment Strategy 
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The purpose of our non-core assessment system:

1. To identify any gaps in children’s knowledge in order to inform future teaching;

2. To help children embed and use key knowledge and vocabulary fluently;

3. To help further develop children’s understanding of key concepts.



We use a formative approach to non-core assessment, using a range of assessment tools, to assess children against our identified end points for each topic. Teachers use this information when planning the next stage in the curriculum sequence.
 

Our curriculum is designed to ensure that pupils embed key knowledge, vocabulary and concepts in their long-term memory and apply them fluently. We therefore assess to identify any gaps in pupils’ memory in relation to three key areas:

1. Concept knowledge (key conceptual knowledge identified in topics)
2. Sticky Knowledge (key component knowledge for each topic)
3. Trust ten vocabulary (ten essential tier 2 and 3 words identified for each topic) 
 







Implementation


Trust Medium Term Overviews (MTOs)

Our Trust MTOs form an important part in the assessment process. They identify the end points for each topic and support teachers in the assessment process:
· Sticky Knowledge section – This section contains all of the key component  knowledge that children need to be fluent with for their year group. Children must be able to demonstrate their understanding of most of these key facts through both written and spoken tasks. 
· Trust Ten Vocabulary – This is a list of 10 key words that children must be able to define and apply to both written and spoken tasks with fluency and ease. In order to meet the expected standard for the year group, children must be confident with using this vocabulary in contexts, both in written and spoken form. 
· Key Questions section – this is a list of the key questions children need to be able to answer to demonstrate a good understanding of the topic.  
· Concepts section – this lists all of the key concepts children need to know related to each topic. Our concept maps state key conceptual knowledge children need to be able to recall from long term memory.
Non-core assessment tools
We use a range of formative assessment tools to support teachers:
· Mind Maps -children will complete on-going mind maps during a topic which will be used to assess retention of knowledge 

· Retention quizzes - Low stakes quizzing of prior knowledge (previous topics and previous year groups)

· Retention Grids

· Children's verbal responses to questioning throughout a topic

· Exit quizzes - completed at the end of a topic to assess children’s retention of all sticky knowledge 

· Lesson retention tasks - children's work in books in response to knowledge retention tasks 

· Lesson application tasks - opportunities to apply knowledge and vocabulary during written and spoken tasks.

· Exit Task - children complete a written essay task which gives the opportunity to apply knowledge and vocabulary gained from the whole topic

· Children's ability to demonstrate key disciplinary knowledge highlighted on MTOs 

· Verbal responses to key questions highlighted on MTOs.


Using Assessments to Inform Teaching

Upon completion of a topic, teachers will use all available formative assessment tools to complete an action plan to summarise next steps for teaching:

Assessment Action Plan
	Class:
	Date:

	Subject:
	Topic/unit:

	Sticky Knowledge
List key sticky knowledge to be covered again during next topic: 



















	Concept Knowledge
Key concept knowledge to be covered again during next topic:
















	Vocabulary
List key vocabulary to be covered again during next topic:











	Children who worked below expected standard and may require additional support during next topic:









(knowledge retention, knowlewdge application evidently poor through responses to questionning, independent practice and quality of work, including exit task and knowledge quiz)

	Next steps or actions to help consolidate knowledge retention:













 
Marking and Feedback 
 
Where appropriate, marking and feedback will make reference to application of knowledge and use of vocabulary. Children will be encouraged to apply knowledge and vocabulary throughout topics. Teachers will highlight in books where pupils have independently shown knowledge or vocabulary retention or application in their work and verbal feedback will be given. 
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