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School Offer / SEN Information Report Children and Families Bill 2013
The Children and Families Bill underpins wider reforms to ensure all children and young people can succeed,
no matter what their background. The Bill reforms the systems for adoption, looked after children, family
justice and special educational needs.
The Government is transforming the system for children and young people with special educational needs
(SEN), including those who are disabled, so that services consistently support the best outcomes for them.
A child or young person has a learning difficulty or disability if he or she: has a significantly greater difficulty
in learning than the majority of others of the same age, or has a disability which prevents or hinders him or
her from making use of educational facilities of a kind generally provided for others of the same age in
mainstream schools or mainstream post-16 institutions.
Part of the SEN reform programme Local Authorities must publish their Local Offer, providing a
comprehensive, transparent and accessible picture of the range of services available. Local partners,
including schools are required to co-operate with the Local Authority in the development and review of their
Local Offer.
All Knowsley maintained schools have a similar approach to meeting the needs of pupils with special
educational needs and are supported by the Local Authority to ensure that all pupils, regardless of their
specific needs, make the best possible progress in school.
This document outlines our School Offer and the SEN Information required as stated in the SEN Code of
Practice.

Glossary of Terms
ASC- Autistic Spectrum Condition
CAMHS -Child and Adolescent Mental Health Service
EP - Educational Psychologist
IEP - Individual Education Plan
PPP- Personal Provision Plan
QFT - Quality First Teaching – an excellent standard of teaching, enabling all pupils to make progress.
SSEN - Statement of Special Educational Need
SALT - Speech and Language Therapy/Therapist
SEN - Special Educational Needs
SEN Code of Practice - The legal document, which sets out the requirements for educating children
with special educational needs.
SENCo - Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator- organises and monitors provision for children with special
educational needs
We have set out our School Offer / SEN Information Report through a series of questions through which you
can get more information. You may wish to refer to our SEN Policy for further information.

1. How does the setting know if my child needs extra support?
We carry out regular assessments and track your child’s progress throughout the year. If your child is
identified as not making expected progress the school will set up a meeting to discuss this with you in more
detail and to:
 listen to any concerns you may have too
 plan any additional support your child may receive



discuss with you any referrals to other professionals and/ or agencies to support your child’s learning
and development

2. How can I let the school know that I am concerned about any area of my child’s
development?
If you have concerns about your child’s progress you should speak to your child’s class teacher initially. If you
are not happy that the concerns are being managed and that your child is still not making progress you
should speak to the SENCo, and failing that the Headteacher. If you are still not happy you can speak to the
school SEND Governor.

3. How will teaching be matched to my child’s needs?
We use a graduated approach to meeting an individual child’s needs. For the majority of children quality first
teaching will fulfil their learning needs. Some children may require the curriculum to be slightly adapted or
differentiated in order to make progress. They will not be on the SEND register.
Some children may require small group intervention from a member of the support team to bridge a learning
gap or to develop strategies to overcome a particular need.
They may also access some support from a TA in lessons. Teachers will differentiate the curriculum on a
regular basis as a usual way of working. These pupils will be identified on the register as SEN Support.
For a few students with more complex needs they may require more intensive and long term support in
order to thrive at school. These students will have an Educational, Health and Care Plan (EHCP) which will
set out clearly what provision the student needs to achieve at school. These students are also monitored by
the Local Educational Authority SEND team (Knowsley Borough Council).

4. How will my child’s progress be measured and how will I be informed?
Your child’s progress is continually monitored by his/her class teacher. His/her progress is reviewed formally
every term.
You will be invited to a parent-teacher consultation in the autumn and spring terms and will receive a written
report at the end of the summer term.
If your child is in Year 1 and above, but is not yet at Age Related Expectations a more sensitive assessment
tool is used which shows their level of attainment in more detail and will also show smaller but significant
steps of progress. These are called ‘P levels’.
At the end of each Key Stage (i.e. at the end of Year 2 and Year 6) all children are required to be formally
assessed using Standard Assessment Tests (SATS). This is something the government requires all schools to
do and these results are published nationally.
Children who receive SEN Support will have an IEP or PPP which will be reviewed with your involvement,
every term and the plan for the next term made. The progress of children with a statement of SEND/ EHC
Plan is formally reviewed at an Annual Review with all adults involved with the child’s education and
development.

5. What support do you have for me as a parent to support my child?
The class teacher is regularly available to discuss your child’s progress or any concerns you may have and to
share information about what is working well at home and school so similar strategies can be used.
The SENCo, Mrs Stickler, is available to meet with you to discuss your child’s progress or any
concerns/worries you may have.
All information from outside professionals will be discussed with you with the person involved directly, or
where this is not possible, in a report.

IEP’s will be reviewed with your involvement each term.
Homework will be adjusted as needed to your child’s individual needs.
A home/school contact book may be used to support communication with you, when this has been agreed
to be useful for you and your child.

6. What support will there be for my child’s overall wellbeing?
Support we can provide in school may include:
 BLAST Programme for Early Years, a programme that develops early listening and language skills
 Sports Coach/ a variety of Extra Curricular Activities - Confidence building
 One to One, Group and whole class sessions with Mrs. Burns or Mrs Whitby, our Learning Mentors
 Junior Leadership team and Playleader responsibilities to develop confidence and friendships
 Social skills and friendship groups
 Relax Kids
 Counselling
 Teaching Assistant who is experienced and qualified in delivering Speech and Language Therapy
Programmes with close links, at least fortnightly with a Speech and Language Therapist.
 Teaching Assistant who is experienced and qualified in delivering a Specific Learning Difficulty
programme, alongside the Specialist Learning Support teacher
 A one-to-one intervention programme that is linked to our Literacy “Read, Write Inc” curriculum. This
is tailored to individual children’s needs as and when they require it, providing short and timely
interventions to boost or eliminate any gaps in learning
 Teaching Assistant trained in working one-to-one with children, providing Precision Teaching to
children requiring a daily intervention to embed learning
 Active Literacy Kit that provides a daily input in a multi sensory way to develop phonic and spelling
strategies
 Behaviour programmes including rewards and sanctions
 Prescribed medicines can be administered in school with signed parental permission. There are
nominated first aiders in school and several members of staff have paediatric first aid qualifications.
If your child has significant medical needs you will need to speak to the SENCo/Head Teacher/ Learning
Mentor to discuss how we can best support you and your child. This might include drawing up a Health Care
Plan.
The class teacher has responsibility for the overall well-being of every child in their class.
If you have any worries please speak to the class teacher first.
If further support is needed the class-teacher will speak to the SENCo, Learning Mentor or Head Teacher.

7. What specialist service and expertise are available at or accessed by the setting to
support my child?
School will seek the appropriate specialist service or expertise to support the school and families in meeting
every child’s needs. Below are some of the services we already engage with:
 Attendance
 Inclusion Service SAST
 Speech and Language Therapy input
 SEN Learning Support Teacher
 SEN (Spld) Specialist Teacher
 Specialist Teacher for Autism
 Educational Psychology Service
 Sensory Service for children with visual or hearing needs
 School Nurse








Occupational Therapy
Physiotherapy
C.A.M.H.
Inclusion Support Worker
Family First
EAL service

8. How accessible is Halsnead School and how will my child be included?
Our school building is on one level and is fully accessible to all.
We ensure that equipment used is accessible to all children regardless of their needs.
Breakfast and After School provision is accessible to all children including those with SEND.
All extra curricular activities are accessible for children with SEND.

9. How will the setting prepare my child for transitions on to the next stage of educational
and life?
We recognise that transitions can be difficult for a child with SEND and take steps to ensure that any
transition is a smooth as possible.
If your child is moving child to another school:
 We will contact the school SENCo and ensure he/she knows about any special arrangements or
support that need to be made for your child.
 We will make sure that all records about your child are passed on as soon as possible.
When moving classes in school:
 Information will be passed on to the new class teacher in advance and a transition meeting will take
place with the new teacher.
 All IEPs will be shared with the new teacher.
 Transition days in school with new classes and teachers
 If your child would be helped by a book to support them understand moving on then it will be made
for them.
In Year 6:
 The SENCo and a Learning Mentor will meet with the SENCo of the secondary school to discuss the
specific needs of your child should they require SEN support.
 Your child will do focused learning about aspects of transition to support their understanding of the
changes ahead.
 Where possible your child will visit their new school on several occasions and in some cases staff
from the new school will visit your child in this school.

10. How are parents/carers/families involved in the setting?
All parents are actively encouraged to take part in the school community. This includes:
 Key Assemblies
 School Performances
 Volunteer Reading
 Parents and Friends of Halsnead (fund raising activities such as discos, fashion shows, school fairs etc)
 Parent training and workshops in connection with Family Learning in Knowsley, such as cooking
courses, literacy courses, craft sessions etc. all of which enables parents to work alongside their
child/ren for a time during a morning or afternoon session
 Parent information meetings run by the Headteacher and teachers
 Newsletters by the Headteacher and teachers





Work Celeberation events where parents can see what children have been learning
Review meetings
Annual reports

11. Who can I contact for further information?
If you have any further questions or you wish to discuss any of these questions in more detail please contact
Mrs Kathryn Stickler – SENCo and she will be happy to arrange a meeting with you.
Telephone – 0151 477 8130
E mail – halsnead@knowsley.gov.uk
Website – www.halsnead.co.uk
Also Knowsley Borough Council can also offer advice and support regarding SEND. The Local Offer can be
found on the Knowsley Council website www.knowsley.gov.uk
This offer is accurate now, but services are regularly reviewed and could change. All information will be
updated as soon as possible to reflect any new service offer.
This service offer is intended to give you clear, accurate and accessible information. If you would like to
comment on the content of the offer or make suggestions to improve the information, please email.

